86                    A FLY ON THE WHEEL

the fire, wh^ch turned his " Ai's " into another channel, and
gave my ears relief,

I took advantage of the pause to ask the Daroga to tell us a
story. He acquiesced more readily than I expected.

" Your servant, Sahib, recalls at this moment but one story,
and that is about His Highness Suleiman (Solomon), the son
of Daoud (David), and the hoopoes, showing why these birds
wear a crown.

" Solomon the King sat in his treasure-house and beheld all
his wealth and precious things which lay before him. Behold !
there was silver and gold in plenty, even as stones, and cedar-
wood like the sycamores of the vale in abundance. Yea;
cunning work was there in gold and silver, in brass and in iron,
with woven stuffs of crimson, blue, and purple, and the walls
of the house were garnished with precious stones and gold, even
the gold of Parvaim.

*f One thing above all was precious in the eyes of the great
King, next to his signet, the insigne of wisdom; he valued
it even unto the worth of half his kingdom. It lay before him
now at his feet. Only a small square carpet, glowing with
1? <?piours, like as the sign-bow of the heavens, or the hues of the
flowers in Paradise, or the tints of the forests under the ocean.
In length this carpet was six cubits and in breadth six cubits,
six cubits every way as it lay before the King. It was bordered
with work of the flowers of lilies and of pomegranates, and the
centre of each flower was a gem of great price* worth a king's
ransom.

" Now, as the King gazed thereon, the sounds of the harps
and psalteries came faintly from the Temple, the Holy Place,
/stirring the air of the treasure-chamber, and making it rich with
, floating waves of melody.   And the King communed witli ?
.Myself and said, * Verily, by the goodness of Hiram, King of
Tyre, many of these precious things have been gathered
together.    It would be fitting that I see him and we talk
together/

,    (t And Solomon summoned the slaves of his household and,
: Commanded, * Gather me this carpet together and spread it i.
^TOOBithe house-top/   So they gathered it, and the Kpgt "rte,^
tiiereoia ;  and lo ! t a great wind came, evea ,a